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The Application of Cultural Compensation in
Chinese-English Translation;: A Case of
Lin Yutang’s English Translation Works

GAO Xiaomei, WANG Xiaolei, XIA Meihua
(College of Foreign Languages, Yunnan Agricultural University, Kunming 650201, China)

Abstract: Due to the differences between the original culture and the target culture, target readers
may encounter understanding barriers caused by the lack of original cultural background. Therefore,
translators must make cultural compensation to those contents which may cause understanding difficul-
ties to target readers, and help them understand and experience the original culture. This paper selects
some representative examples of cultural compensation in Lin Yutang’s English translation works to ana-
lyze and explore the methods and effects of cultural compensation, and finds out that cultural compen-
sation is an essential and effective strategy in cross-cultural translation, expecting to offer useful refer-
ences to translation practice.
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B SUEEE T (cultural default) i ok
(Y EIL R Rehts o SO B I N AR TR AR TR 4R
ABIES, WSO B e — A AT SR SOy
PEISEPR IS, I — SO ERIE s g R,
BEAN IR T2 A 1252 38 W W S AR 2R 1 SR
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AE MR SCLE SR, ok B HA SO 3
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SCAGBRAE 25 P SO T M B AT, GBS 52
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ksl (1895—1976) & H [H 35 44 124 4
2RI, SCERMBIEFER, AHKIE 60 FZA
ARIERBE A T, TEA R AR T 70
R, RN, BOC, T Eob . B
SFAE, FESCFE, W L IRE L BUASF AU
ORI T A LAY IR . MRS A e, A8
A RS2 P E R G SO R g, RIS, i A
% 30 RAFTEVE T M I FIIAR A1, TR
T AR o XY AP T T AR TR U Y
AT SR By o BRAS I8 e X0E, SRS AT
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SARER o At RS R R 22 v o S A
eih, U G SR A AR R B SR B 4
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One day a wife was very angry with her hen-

pecked husband and wanted to torture him with a

special instrument for cracking finger bones. '’

B RBEHETFEATE, HHNKE,
AL AR AR, 2 B AR — R, %
TSR AR B X AF R, QR B T AT
WIS, B ERESGEK, W HIR S 5 R R A
VT A R AR R R, RIS A R
B “E” F AT “a special instrument” |, 2R J5 3
1% T “for cracking finger bones” K ZEMBET
XM R L&, F R, AR
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With a slightly bent head, she came forward and
stood behind the table, and gave a light shake to her
sounding boards used for keeping rhythm. *'

IR RHPE , 1e mT UGS PR “ used
for keeping rhythm” 7571 “sounding boards” (f£
f) Je—A A U A i, T AT i e iR
To BXFERUHE PRI AR H AL TRy, I Tk
HIGEAE AT WAL ) I8 BT A

B13: HAREBE WA, THHE, A
KB TN 5,

I am only looking after the place for the de-

scendants of Mr P’eng, the rebuilder of the tem-

ple, and shall be leaving very soon, when the place
will be completely deserted. "

BeAg R, ARIE SIS T RSO BCA B  the
rebuilder of the temple” X—[RIf/IEL5H), B
BT “Mr Peng” (507, ik 07 5 ML
XHZRGEFRETANZENER, WREA
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TX BRI, Wik “Mr Peng” (1 B
BIFRIC,

Bl 4. ZEARBIR, BZA =M, BUHE
ne.

Yiin could not drink, but could take at most

three cups when compelled to. I taught her literary

AT RE 20K HLR LA R A — R i 2 45
Bl6: M4 AR, 25 Al oo,
The following flowers create each a mood: the

plum flower goes with poetry ( which alone of all

flowers blooms in pink against a background of

snow ) , the orchid with seclusion ( flowering on

games in which the loser had to drink. "*’

semgrh, Bl R (RS
N P AT 1 A 4) E BN literary
games” , TEBEHE FIGE X 2 — MG I oAy 30
Bex”, AR Ja X T — A TR M A] “in which
the loser had to drink” , &£ X Fir i %k 7 B0 ) 2
B NEESHE, ke AT DA o A SO
JAUHETE 8

A3 B 45 5~ 0] LA AR 5 R A
B, TR T T RE ST A Y B R A
1 H., DU PR SOX — Ik T =, ARG R IR
TR TR T Bk 2B, il 1 3Gy i)
AR AORTE, B2 I VEI EEiE, B3 iy
PERINITR, B4 B e A, ik, Wik
&S, FELBMAAF I BGEINNE, A aEik
FEOELAE) . BEEW ., B EE.
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One wakes up at dawn completely refreshed, wa-
shes his face and puts on the headdress, has his

breakfast, chew willow branches ( for brightening
]

his teeth) , and attends to various things. (s
B, MRIE AR T “for brightening his
teeth” SEAERE “WHA" BIHERY, &NPEAEDE

mountain cliffs content with being unseen), ------
1 g o A PR AE v B SOAR b PR Y TR
VU EEAR TR, WERAIMERE, ER
SE PR X L6 AE Sy o] BERT RO 85 7= A e, bRTR
OB PR SC N TE RS, [0 PR AR IR T X SEAERY
o ST AR R 5
W7 HIARRACK RS, Sosfzmm ™

Similarly people who are not accommodating are

regarded as “slow stuff” [ tardy in getting promo-

tion |, and that is why the court is full of
yes man. '*'

AApH, MG SER RS — I E RN
“slow stuff” , FifiJ5 FHSC P TR A 5 305 B3 4 X
HE) “B” 2 “IRBRARTHTT ZE. Wik
—ok, P BA] LUSZ 2% 78 DU I 5,
SCATLA AR TR LR R, RGO B TR
SCH R E A

Bl 8. ar, Jeik. HIHOH, AHRRE
=R, AT, Z BRI, T KA
I

There are ancient bronze jars, and Lungchuan
and Chunchow vases of a very big size, two or three
feet height, which have no other use. In winter, they
can be used for big sprays of the plum flower, but

sulfur must be thrown into the water (to prevent

cracking from ice formation). 8
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B19: TTRIAEHE DM, BRBRERAL,"”

In time she lost her youthful glamour and now

carriages rarely appeared in front of her establish-

ment. When she was in her thirties, what could
9l9]

she do but marry a businessman

PRYE: This line is considered by the Chinese
readers as one of the saddest lines and is often quoted.
One day, three centuries later, Su Tungpo was matc-
hing quotations from poetry with a famous courtesan.
“What about the end [ of a courtesan’s life]?” asked
Tungpo. The courtesan, Chintsao, quoted this line,
and then was struck with its pathos and decided to be-
come a nun. Marrying a businessman was considered
an anticlimax for an educated lady. '

TEVERE, MRIE 5 o) SO ik T X
AR E B R R AR R, SRS X T
TR BRI AR 7 B A ik SR g — 2B e ] [
AH D T 1AL AR T R A B BE BUTE I TR )
RS TR R BRI, &5, MIEEmRE T
CEAERAIT X T E P 20t RAFEE ROR
B E, SENTERMA NEMEE R R,
MBS IS Y FRIR R 1 BB A, RIAE DY
EEGE I AIs A A HAYIE R], SO e 5
X XA — T ey 1) SR

Bl 10 FAKHEIZE—2E N, HARK, 10
THERZA " ( (RIFES))

I think the best class of people in the world are
the farmers. Scholars should be considered the last of

the four classes. ')

11 Cheng here reverses the traditional Chinese

classification which is in the following order . scholars,

. . [10]
farmers , artisans and businessmen.

WA PR, MRIE A PR ATE S R T P
aAUH PR A BRI UZE N, PARABATRY
SR MR HES], B U k. LR, X
B, DEE A REBIAR AT 3 R 7E B3R 3K A X X
T GE L& B AT L o

B =hh—1, BAEMCE— AR, KK
Rz, BT, A, MUK
AR, RIEEEHE TN Z B,

I should have the three daughters and one daugh-
ter-in-law each make me a pair of shoes every year,

as a form of respect, but also so that I can see their

needlework. They should also make dresses and
socks with cloth made at home. In this way I can
keep track of the industry or idleness of our women-
folk. "'

¥ 13 : Chinese shoes were usually made with
cloth soles, reinforced by cardboard or felt, and were
often homemade. The tip of the ladies’ shoes usually
had embroidery. The embroidered top was the impor-
tant thing where a lady could exercise her ingenuity in
design and colors. If a leather sole was wanted, she

could have the shoes completed by a cobbler. """
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